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The Alabama Forestry Cooperative was established to help truckers, loggers, and others in the 
forestry community in Alabama meet the challenges posed by rising fuel costs.  Working from 
the principle that if we unite we can purchase fuel in larger quantities at lower prices, the 
Cooperative is constructing unmanned fueling stations to supply diesel to Cooperative members.   
 

The principles behind the 
Cooperative are simple.  
First, we cut out the 
middle man.  The 
Cooperative is not trying 
to make a profit, so money 
that usually goes to the 
fuel station owner is 
passed through as savings 
to members.  Second, we 
will buy fuel in large 
quantities resulting in 
lower costs and even more 
savings to members.  
 
The graph above shows 
the Gulf Coast Average 

for diesel prices from February 2007 through January 2008.  As we are all painfully aware, diesel 
prices have increased a dollar or more during the past year.  That’s why the Alabama Forestry 
Cooperative is so badly needed.  We can help lower your fuel bill.   
 
The Cooperative is governed by an independent Board of Directors comprised of loggers, 
trucking contractors, wood suppliers and mill representatives.  Membership is open to anyone 
involved in the forestry including: loggers and truckers hauling raw wood products into mills, 
mill suppliers transporting chemicals or other supplies; trucking contractors hauling finished 
products out of the mill and anyone else involved in growing, harvesting, transporting, or 
processing forest products. 
 
Where Will These Stations Be? 
Current plans call for stations to be built in the following areas in 2008: 

• Cottonton, Alabama, near the MeadWestvaco Mill 
• Selma, Alabama, near the International Paper Riverdale Mill 
• Monroeville, Alabama 

In addition to these locations, we are currently developing plans for stations throughout the state 
over the next few years.   
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How Can You Save? 
When you join, you can purchase fuel (and save money) in three ways: 

1. Use an Alabama Forestry Cooperative Account:  Cooperative members will have an 
individual account that their fuel purchases will be billed too.  Each week you will 
receive a bill for fuel purchased the previous week. After you have had time to review the 
bill, we will deduct that amount from your checking account. 

2. Use a Visa/MasterCard:  If you do not want to bill your purchases to your Cooperative 
Account, you will have the option of using a commercial credit card.  Transaction 
charges will apply if you use this method of payment. 

3. Buy fuel in bulk to be delivered to your own tanks:  In the event that you are already set 
up to receive a truck load quantity, we can deliver fuel directly to you at an even greater 
savings. 

 
How Will This Help the “Average Logger?” 
The Cooperative should provide significant savings to members over the price currently paid for fuel.  
Our projections indicate that Cooperative members should save an average of $0.10/ gallon.   
 
A logger with 1 feller-buncher, 2 skidders and 1 loader, producing 50 loads a week with a fifty mile haul 
might average the following savings: 
   Fuel Used Savings/gallon     Total Savings 
Logging Equipment    910 gallons      $0.095  $  86 
Trucks             1,390 gallons      $0.095  $132 
Total Weekly  2,300 gallons    $218 

 
Annual Savings (50 weeks)           $10,900 

 
How Can You Participate? 

• You must be a member of the Alabama Loggers Council/Alabama Forestry Association 
• Complete the AFC membership application and pay a $25 registration fee 
• Provide the necessary documentation in the membership application 
• Return it to the Alabama Forestry Cooperative Office 

 
If you would like to see a station built in your area or you need additional information, please 
contact Rick Oates at the number below.   
 

 

For more information about the Cooperative, please go to www.alaforestrycoop.com or complete 
the form below and return it to the AFC office at the address/fax below. 
 
Name:______________________________  Company:_________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________ City:_______________ State: _____ Zip: __________ 
 
Phone: _________________________________ Fax: __________________________________ 
 
Email: ________________________________________________________________________ 


